The Fulbright Interfaith Community Action Program

The US-UK Fulbright Commission is pleased to announce a new initiative, the Fulbright Interfaith Community Action Program (ICA), designed to promote the importance of interfaith cooperation and to facilitate community action among diverse religious groups worldwide.  The Fulbright Interfaith Community Action Program will provide a multinational group of ten religious leaders, scholars of religion, nongovernmental organization (NGO) and/or community leaders from diverse religious backgrounds who are actively engaged in interfaith dialogue and cooperation programs in their home countries with a semester-long US exchange experience that includes discussion, debate, and collaborative learning centered on interfaith dialogue and cooperation.  

The program will take place from August to November 2007.  During the first component of the program, the successful applicants will participate in a three and half week programme hosted by the University of California Santa Barbara (UCSB) that will provide an exchange of practices and ideas in an academic setting and include visits with interfaith leaders in the Santa Barbara area.  From September, participants will be placed with host institutions throughout the United States for an additional ten weeks of lecturing and/or research on an ongoing project, as well as active involvement in interfaith cooperation programs in their host communities.

Ten representatives of a variety of religious and cultural backgrounds will be selected from participating countries, including India, Pakistan, the Philippines, South Africa, Russia, Israel and the West Bank, as well as the United Kingdom.
Program Description
In recognition of the importance of promoting an interfaith and intercultural exchange of ideas and the development of collaborative relationships across faith communities, this programme seeks to go one step further.  Participants will be challenged to find solutions that move beyond professions of tolerance to implementing active cooperation among faiths in order to create more peaceful and productive communities across religious boundaries within and among nations.  

Through their participation in the ICA, participants will promote and benefit from an exchange of ideas, foster interaction and linkages between overseas and domestic inter-religious cooperation programs, promote mutual understanding, contribute to community-based problem-solving efforts, gain exposure to diverse community and religious NGO practices, contribute to capacity-building of their institutions and organizations at home and in the US and cultivate their own professional development training.

Participants will begin their programme by participating in a three and a half week, intensive summer seminar on Interfaith Cooperation and Community Action to be conducted at the Walter H. Capps Center for the Study of Ethics, Religion, and Public Life at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara.  The seminar will take place August 18-September 13, 2007 and sessions will focus on understanding religion from multidisciplinary perspectives, the relevance of global religious pluralism, and the need for translating interfaith dialogue into interfaith community action and cooperation.  Throughout the programme, participants will meet with religious and community leaders, and be engaged in discussions and outreach activities experiencing first hand local interfaith cooperative efforts.  

After the conclusion of the UCSB, each participant will be placed at a host institution in a metropolitan area with strong ties to the surrounding community from September 14 to November 26, 2007.  This assignment will give participants the opportunity to be active in the life of the host institution as well as interact with religious scholars and local community leaders in sharing experiences on different approaches to and models of interfaith cooperative action within their respective communities.  

Participant activities may include but are not limited to: interacting with interfaith community groups and leaders, participation in university seminars, colloquia, and/or discussions on interfaith cooperation; opportunities for scholars to share their experiences and work with host institution faculty, students and community groups; interaction with appropriate university and community groups to examine models of interfaith cooperation; opportunities to attend courses relevant to developing leadership and community action, or other topics relevant to scholars' interests and goals; guest lecturing in relevant academic courses or interfaith community venues; serving as a resource on issues relevant to scholars' expertise; visiting churches, mosques, synagogues, temples, or other organizations committed to interfaith dialogue and collaboration. 

At the end of the institutional placements, the group will convene in Washington, D.C. in the last week of November for a debriefing.  Participants will be asked to share their experiences and to reflect on ways to encourage and facilitate interfaith cooperation within their own communities.       

Participant Profile

The Fulbright Commission seeks individuals who are already familiar with and actively committed to the principles and objectives of interfaith cooperation.  Fulbright Interfaith Community Action Program activities and seminars require that individuals selected for the program be prepared to interact successfully within an academic environment, as well as to engage meaningfully in interfaith community activities.  Successful candidates will meet the following criteria:

· Affiliation either with an academic institution as a lecturer or researcher, or actively engaged with an organization, agency or community group committed to encouraging interfaith cooperation (can include NGOs, the media, government departments, etc);

· Demonstrate a level of education in the field of religious studies or a related discipline of the social sciences or humanities commensurate with participation in scholarly discussion and thinking at the university level; 

· Be recognized by a local faith community or communities as a religious scholar/leader whose religious thoughts are well-respected and whose opinion is sought in the matters of religion and religious thought;

· Be engaged in a project or activity that will benefit from interaction with the faculty and programs at a U.S. host institution as well as with the activities and representatives of interfaith community groups.  Such projects might include the development of interfaith educational 
· materials, the examination of the role and capacity of interfaith cooperation for building the common good; engagement with interfaith community associations and activities; establishing best practices for developing interfaith collaboration, etc.;

· Show evidence of a high level of commitment to fostering religious pluralism and to the goals of interfaith cooperation and community action;

· Be able to communicate fluently in English, both orally and in writing, and in both academic and non-academic settings.
Benefits
Participants will receive a monthly stipend of $2,500.  Accommodation will be provided by the host institutions.  In addition, participants will receive a one-off pre-departure allowance ($500), a professional allowance ($1,000), a settling-in allowance ($500), an excess baggage allowance ($100), and an in-transit allowance ($100).  Participants will also be provided with international and US domestic airfare, and will be covered by the State Dept’s Accident and Sickness Program for Visiting Scholars. During the UCSB seminar, meals will be included.  Please note that the grant does not allow for accompanying family members.
The Application Process
Applicants will be asked to submit the following documents: the application cover sheet (available from the Fulbright Commission), a curriculum vitae (up to 8 pages), a statement of purpose (2-3 pages), and two letters of recommendation.  
Applications must be submitted to the Fulbright Commission no later than Friday 9th March 2007.  

For further information and application materials, please contact Charmian Norman-Taylor, Director Fulbright Awards Programme, on 020 7539 4409 or cnormantaylor@fulbright.co.uk .
Schedule
August 18-September 13, 2007: Center for the Study of Ethics, Religion, and Public Life at the University of California, Santa Barbara.  
September 14 - November 26, 2007: placement at host university

November 27 – 30:  group meeting in Washington DC
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